
Dear Faculty of Engineering Community, 
 
It is with deep gratitude that I officially step down from the position of President for the 
remainder of my term with the MES. Over the course of this summer, I have been working 
diligently with my team to ensure that the MES continues to deliver on its responsibilities and 
objectives despite my absence. This included the formation of our new yearly action plan, 
revisions of our Long-Term Plan, and the development of our inaugural action plan for Equity, 
Diversity, Inclusion and Social Justice. Deeply rooted in each of these documents are the five 
values that I brought with me into this position: Leadership, Service, Adaptability, Empathy and 
Integrity. My primary objective in these plans was to promote reform of our culture here at the 
McMaster Engineering Society—striving to become more inclusive, accessible, and 
approachable to the diverse set of communities our students comprise. It is my hope that the 
MES continues to develop strengths in these areas as it serves new generations of Engineering, 
iBioMed, Comp Sci and B.Tech students.  
 
It has been an absolute privilege to serve this community over the years, and I am incredibly 
grateful to have had the opportunity to meet so many amazing people in my time at McMaster 
Engineering. I would like to thank my executive team, Kira White, Terrel Marshall, Sophie 
Ciardullo, Sheridan Fong, and Alex Damjanovski for their support, kindness, and dedication to 
this society. They have been invaluable to our team and to my success as president for the last 
6 months. I would also like to extend my thanks to our AVPs, Rosalie, Darya, and AJ, for 
stepping up to the plate as we continuously redefine our plans in preparation for my leave and 
our transition back to in-person learning. I would like to thank my CoOC’s Kristine and Jack for 
their flawless leadership and perseverance in planning our ever-changing welcome week, my 
Equity and Inclusion Officer Jasmine for her guidance in developing our new action plan, and 
my Chief Returning Officer Dziugas for braving the gaps in our policy in our search for an Acting 
President. I would like to thank Steve Hranilovic, Ishwar Puri, and Maria White for their support 
of MES initiatives and guidance as senior leaders in our faculty throughout my time with the 
MES. Lastly, I would like to thank all the students and Faculty that I have had the pleasure of 
getting to know both inside and outside of the McMaster Engineering Society… you have made 
my time at Mac some of the best moments of my life! 
 
The MES could not be in better hands—I have every faith in our executive team, in our council, 
in our relationship with the faculty, and in our incoming Acting President Alex Damjanovski. We 
have and will continue to make strides in becoming the ideal organization for our students, and 
I am so glad I had the privilege of being but a small part of that. Going forward I will remain an 
advisor to the MES executive on an as-needed basis.  
 
For those who are looking to have a bigger impact in the community, this will be my last 
opportunity to say: “go for it!”. Looking back, I could not think of a better way to not only make 
a difference in the experiences of those around me, but to grow as a person, develop 
meaningful friendships, and make memories that will last a lifetime. Have an open mind, 
practice kindness, care deeply about things, and enjoy your time here at Mac, it will be over 
before you know it! 



 
Best Regards,  
 
Andrew D’Elia  
President, McMaster Engineering Society 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


